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RIGHT TO PLAY

PROTECT. EDUCATE EMPOWER

Education is the single most important investment a country
can make for its citizens. Right To Play believes in building a
world where learning is playful, where schools are safe, fun
places to effectively learn, and where children are engaged and
empowered in the learning process. The experiential,
participatory and guided approach to play-based learning
helps children and youth to make sense of the world around
them and develop an internal process of inquiry that allows
them to think critically and creatively about their environment
and what they are learning. The impact is improved academic
performance and the development of critical life skills that
support children and youth to survive.

www.righttoplay.com




'WMORE THAN PLAY’ IS A STORY ABOUT THE
ESTRENGTH ANP RESILIENCE OF 1Z2—-YEAR
OLP RHOEI, A LITTLE GIRL FROM THE KUKIA
TRIEE IN NORTHERN TANZANIA. WHEN SHE
WAS 77 YEARS OLLP, RHOEI UNPERWENT A
TRAUMATIC CULTURAL RITUAL AGAINST
HER WILL WHICH THREATENEPD HER
FUTURE-

HER SUPPORTIVE TEACHEKR, ANNE, USEP
HER SPECIALIZEDP TRAINING TO RESFPONP
TO RHOEIS UNIGUE CHALLENGES WHICH
PRESENTEDP A BARKIER TO HER EPUCATION
ANP HELPEP RHOEI OVERCOME THEM.-
TOPAY, RHOEI! IS ATTENPING PRIMARY
SCHOOL REGULARLY ANP PREAMS OF
EECOMING AN ENGINEER.- SHE HAS LEARNT
THAT HER EXPERIENCE OFFERS AN
OFPPORTUNITY FOR HER TO APVOCATE FOR
OTHER GIRLE WHO FACE SIMILAR THREATS
TO THEIR LIVES ANP PREAMS FOR A
EBETTER LIFE-

AS A FUNIOR LEAPER IN A CHILDP
PROTECTION CLUEB SUPPORTEPDP BY RIGHT
TO PLAY, RHOEI USES HER VOICE TO
ENCOURAGE COMMUNITIES TO ENP THE
PESTRUCTIVE PRACTICES OF
FEMALE GENITAL
MUTILATION ANP CHILP MARKRIAGE-



MARA, TANZANIA-

REMEMBER CLUE, SPEAK \o=

YOLIR LINES CLEARLY ANP
MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL,
ENTOY YOLIRSELVESY!

THE WHOLE VILLAGE IS5

| HERE TO SEE YOU PERFORM \

S0 LET US ALL HAVE A
GREAT TIME!

HI RHOEBI. ..

---ARE YOU REAPY FOR
YOUIR BiG PAYS

YES! HURRY LIF, LET'S
Gco!

Ok, Ok! LEAP THE

RHOE!I, SFPEAK
SLOWLY ANDP
CONFIPENTLY AS
usuAaL, your sTorY
IS VERY
IMFPORTANT.

YES TEACHER

- - THANK YOU
FOR HELPING ME
PREPARE IT!




I KNOW IT IS IMPORTANT \
TO SHARE MY
EXPERIENCE, SO THAT
OTHER GIRLS PO NOT
SUFFER LIKE I PIP.

THANK YOU RHOE/!
SOMETIMES, WE 6O
THROUGH THINGS IN
LIFE WHICH PREFARE
US TO HELP OTHERS. I
\\ HOFE YOUR FARENTS
ARE ATTENPING THIS
TIMEZ

THEY SAIP THEY
wouLpP CcOMe-

TEACHER ANNE, 26, COACHES
SECHOOL- A MATHEMATICE TEACHER, SHE IS ALSEO A TRAINEP IMPLEMENTER OF
PLAY-BASEP LEARNING WHICH EMFPHASIZES ACAPEMIC ATTAINMENT ANP THE
PEVELOPMENT OF LIFE SKILLE IN CHILPREN SUCH AS COMMUNICATION, TEAMWORK,
LEAPERSHIP ANP COOFERATION THROUGH FLAY-

THE CH/LD PEOTEC TION CLUS' ENCOUEAGE&'
PARTICIPATION ANP FUN AS CHILPREN LEARN
INVALUAELE LIFE SKILLS RELEVANT TO THEIR

SITUATION IN LIFE. IT IS A PLATFORM TO 5HAP€ ‘
IPEAS WITH THE COMMUNITY THROUGH MUsSIC, |
PANCE ANP PRAMA WHICH EVERYEOPY ENJOYS- |

= TUPE'NT.f LIKE RHOE! HAVE LEAA?N T 70
OVERCOME THEIR SHYNESS ANP ANXIETY IN
FRONT OF AN AUPIENCE‘.--




PURING THE EVENT PUT ON FOR PARENTS THEN THEY PERFORMED A PLAY ABOUT
AND THE COMMUNITY, THE CLUE MEMBERS CHILPREN'S RIGHTS TO EPLICATION AND |
PEMONSTRATED SEVERAL GAMES THEY PROTECTING THE GIRL CHILD FROM THE

PLAY FOR FUN AND ALSO TO LEARN PANGERS OF FEMALE GENITAL
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR LIKE TEAMWORK AND MUTILA TION AND CHILD MARRIAGE.
SELF—ESTEEM. ; -

ff,d

AT THE ENP OF THE FLAY, RHOE|! TOOK THE STAGE ANP
EBEGAN TO APPRESS THE ATTENTIVE ALIPIENCE=

HELLO EVERYEOLPY
ANP WELCOME TO
oURr SCHOOL - - -

-=--MY NAME /S RHOE/
ANP I WANT TO TALK
TO YOU ABOUT HOW
CIRCUMCISION ALMOST
RUINEP MY LIFE.

I WANT FPARENTS ANP
COMMUNITY LEAPERS TO
PROTECT GIRLSE FROM
THIS FATE. GIRLE
BELONG IN SCHOOL ANP
SHOULP BE ALLOWED
TO ST7TAY IN SCHOOL ANP

FINISH JUST LIKE BOYS.



I AN 12 YEARS OLP IN STANPARD FIVE
HERE AT KWIHANCHA PRIMARY SCHOOL - -

_/( rI LIVE IN GIBASO VILLAGE, TARIME PISTRICT--- I
— e

I LIKE MATHEMATICS ANP I ALSO

LIKE TO PLAY WITH MY FRIENPS.---
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ONE EVENING LAST YEAR, ON MY WAY FROM SCHOOL, I FOUNP MY
FATHER ANP OTHER MEMEBERS OF THE FAMILY HAVING A MEETING - - -

» S ml
AT THE TIME I PIP NOT REALISE THEY
WERE PISCUSSING MY FUTURE- -
v Ly - __- “l




A FEW PAYS LATER, MY FATHER ANNOLINCED THAT I SHOULP START PREFARING FOR
THE CIRCUMCISION CEREMONY.--- I WAS SHOCKEDP ANP STARTED CRYING- I BEGGELP MY
FATHER TO LET ME STAY IN SCHOOL, BECAUSE I KNEW A MARRIAGE PFROPOSAL WOLILDP

FOLLOW THE CEREMONY-

WHO TOLP YOU SUCH

---BUT T AM TOO
() 7O GET
ik e &%ﬁ‘j—” £ Tg L -~ NONSENSELZ I NEEDP TO
: SAID CIRCUMCISION 15 TELL THAT TEACHER TO MINP
SCHOOL 15 A WASTE PANGEROUS; I couLp Gﬁiﬁrcg’gfagﬂ?fviiﬁr'rgfo
OF MY MONEY! YOLIR ; PIE! IT IS AGAINST MY WITH MY OWN DAUGHTER, I
F
BROTHERS CAN STAY . RIGHTS TO FORCE ME DON'T WANT TO HEAR
ANOTHER WORP, YOU SHALL
PO AS I SAy ANDP THAT'S

N SCHOOL, EUT yYou >

KkNOW WE NEED THE 6

POWRY FROM YOLUIR INAL L
MARRIAGE!

e

THE FOLLOWING PAWN, MY FATHER STARTEP
WHAT HE CALLEP "PREFPARATIONS FOR ME
TO BECOME A WOMAN.“

RHOEI! GET
LUrP! A coor
WIFE IS5 NEVER
LAzy!
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THEY NEEP TO BE
MILKED ANP THEN
TAKEN TO GRAZE.

. ---HE LEP ME OUTSIPE INTO THE CHILLY 1
PARKNESS ANP INSTRUCTERP ME TO ATTENP TO
: THE CATTLE- ]

PON'T TUST STAND G

THERE, YOU MUST

S MAKE ME PROLIP WITH :_.:
N A GOOP MARRIAGE.

e
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T, |

I LEP THE CATTLE

TO PASTURE.- - -

! NO ONE WiLL PAY A

RICH POWRY FOR A
WOoMAN WITH AN
EPUCATION, BUT WHO
KNOWS HOW TO

N\ MANAGE HER HOME-

STEAL.

ANP COOKEP MAIZE PORRIPGE
FOR THE FAMILY EREAKFAST- - -
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THIS WENT ON FOR WEEKS ANDP MY TEACHERS TRIED TO : = '7‘.
HELP ME BY GIVING ME EXTRA LESSONS. A

ONE PAY, TEACHER ANNE FOCJNP ME 5LE‘EPIN6 IN CLASS AGAIN,
ANP PECIPEP SHE NEELPEP TO PO SOMETHING ELSE TO HELF ME-
SHE WAS GOING TO BERAVELY FACE MY FATHER ANP ASk HIM TO LET

PHOE/, I8 IT ALRIGHT IF I
MEET YOULIR PARENTSZ LMM. .. YOU CAN COME
PERHAFPS I CAN ON SATURPAY BECALISE
CONVINCE THEM TO LET MY FATHER WILL HAVE
YOU FINISH SCHOOL - GONE FOR A WEPPING
3 ---HE POESN'T LIKE
VISITORS.- - -

I PIP NOT TELL TEACHER ANNE
THAT I FEAREDP WHAT MY

A TEACHER FROM THE scHooL |
' AT HOME. ..
=S




WHEN TEACHER ANNE MET MY MOTHER, SHE EXPLAINEDP TO HER THAT IT WAS
MY RIGHT TO BE IN SCHOOL ANP TOLP HER OF THE BENEFITS OF EPUCATION

7

RHOE! I5 A ERIGHT RHOEBVS FATHER HAS MAPE
ETUPENT WHO HAS A UP HIS MINP ANP I CAN'T PO
Go00P CHANCE OF MUCH ABOUT THAT- EVEN IF
EECOMING AN SHE &TAYS IN SCHOOL THIS
ENGINEER ONE PAY, TERM, THE INITIATION SEASON THIS IS5 OLIR =
PLEASE TALK TO HER IS STARTING, ANP ALL GIRLSE CULTURE, RHOEB! HAS b
FATHER ABOCUT THIS- ARE GOING TO THE CAMFP NO CHOICE BUT TO
CIRCUMCISION IS VERY FOR PREPARATIONS. PO WHAT HER
PANGEROUS, AND FATHER SAYS.
YOLUIR PAUGHTER : 5
COULP BE HARMEP

THE INITIATION 'CUTISE PERFORMEL BY AN ELPERLY WOMAN IPENTIFIEDP BY THE COMMUNITY
TO PERFORM THE RITUAL . SHE |6 KNOWN AS THE "OMUSALI IN KURIA LANGUAGE OFR
INGARIEA" IN KISWAHILI-

s

A FEW WEEKS LATER, I WAS TAKEN OUT OF SCHOOL ANP HANPEP OVER TO THE 'OMUSALY
WHO HAP SET UP CAMFP IN A SECRET LOCATION- ME ANP MANY OTHER GIRLE MY AGE
STAYEP WITH HER, LEARNING FOLKLORE, TAKING RITUAL BATHS ANP SINGING ANLP PANCING -
I MISSEP SCHOOL BUT WAS RESIGNEDP TO MY FATE.

- E—— S ST
ONE NIGHT, I WAS SURFRISEP TO SEE MY MOTHER, WHO
THEN HELFEDP ME ESCAFE TO HER BROTHER'S HOUSE. I WAS
HIPPEN AT MY UNCLE'S HOME IN A NEAREY VILLAGE SO THAT
I CoULP CONTINUE SCHOOL FROM THERE.- - -

' / ! ’:' 4

BUT THEN MY FATHER EVENTUALLY FOUIND
OUT ABOUT THE SCHEME ANP MY HIPEOUT- -
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HE WAS FURIOUS ANP QUICKLY RETURNED /i ---WHERE THE CIRCUMCISION CEREMONY
ME TO THE "OMUSALI" CAMP--- "y TOOK FLACE A FEW PAYS LATER.

THE PAIN ANP
CONFUSION I FELT
were
INPESCRIBABLE.
HOW couLe my
FATHER PO THIS
TO MEZ

I RETURNEDR HOME SHORTLY AFTER THE
CEREMONY, A CHANGEPDP PERSON- LIFE FELT
LIKE A BURPEN, ANP BECAME VERY PIFFICULT
EVEN THOUGH I HAP HEALEP PHYSICALLY. - -

.. DESPITE WHAT MY FATHER
WANTED, I RETURNED TO
SCHOOL BECAUSE I MISSED
MY FRIENPS, ANP I THOUGHT
THE GAMES AND THE ACTIVITIES
OF THE CHILD PROTECTION
CLUEB WOULP CHEER ME LUFP |
AND MAKE ME FEEL NORMAL
AGAIN.-

T P e s e e S RO




OFF BUT PERHAFS I PIPN'T BELONG IN
SCHOOL ANYMOREZ ---

PREAPEP THE THOUGHT OF BEING MARKIEP

---WAS I STILL A GIRL, OR WAS I A WOMANZ T

L
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BUT SCHOOL WAS NO LONGER My HAPPY SPACE; I FELT
ISOLATED AND ASHAMED ABOLIT WHAT HAD HAPPENED. I
AVOIPELP MY FRIENPS ANP TEACHERS, ANP KEFPT MY SECRET TO
MYSELF.



iy R D e
I WISHEDP I COULP TALK TO SOMEONE WHO KNEW WHAT I
WAS GOING THROUGH- WHEN TEACHER ANNE FOULINP ME
CRYING ALONE, AGAIN, SHE ASKEDP ME TO TRUST HER ANP I
FINALLY TOLP HER WHAT HAP HAFFENED.- - -

S S

e

SHE WAS VERY
UNPERSTANPING ANP
COMFORTEP ME- "YOoU
ARE STILL A CHILPY, SHE
TOLP ME, ANP "YOU STILL
HAVE RIGHTS”. YOU SHALL
NOT BE FORCEP INTO A
MARKIAGE,; SHE SAIP ANP
FROMISEP TO FOLLOW UFP
WITH THE SCHOOL
COMMITEE--

e

RIGHT TO PLAY SUPPORTS SCHOOLS INTHE CREATION OF SCHOOL
COMMITTEES THAT ACT AS A FOCAL POINT FOR DISCUSSIONS
BETWEEN STUDENTS, TEACHERS, PARENTS AND COMMUNITY ELDERS.

THE FOLLOWING WEEK WHEN THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MET, | WAS
INVITER ALONGSIPE MY MOTHER ANP | NARRATEL MY ORPEAL TO THE
COMMITTEE WHO ASKEL MY MOTHER TO TALK MY FATHER INTO

---PESPITE ALL THIS
LOVE GOING TO y
SCHOOL ANP | PON'T WE AS TEACHERS,

PARENTS AND ELDERS
Wﬂﬁ’;;%ﬁ? : OF THE COMMUNITY
e HAVE TO FIND WAYS OF

EREAKING THESE
BARRIERS OF
EPUCATION




HUSEBAND, LET HER
GO TO SCHOOL,

REMEMEER. .. HER - .
EPUICATION IS5 I N I HAVE SPOKEN TO

THAN 12 COWS! M . SAYS YOU CAN
; CONTINUIE 6OING TO
ECHOOL ... .FORGET
ABOUT THE
MARRIAGE. -

MAMA!L THA
s
WONPERFLIL
NEWS!

THANK YOU ALL FOR COMING TO WATCH
OUR CHILP PROTECTION CLUE
PERFORMANCE, ANP I WOLUILP LIKE TO
THANK MY FATHER FOR TAKING THAT
APVICE ANP LETTING ME STAY IN
SCHOOL. WE
ENCOURAGE ALL PARENTS TO TAKE
THE SAME APVICE AND RESFPECT OUR
RIGHTS, ESPECIALLY THE RIGHT OF
EPUCATION-

AS A MEMEER OF THE CHILP PROTECTION CLUE INTROPUCEP ANP SUFPFPORTED BY RIGHT
TO PLAY, RHOEB! LEARNT ABOUT CHILPREN'S ANP GIRLE' RIGHTS.- THE CLUE ENGAGES THE
COMMLUNITY THROUGH MUSIC, PANCE ANP PRAMA, IN PISCUSSIONS ABOUT ELIMINATING
BARRIERS TO GIRLE' EPLICATION.




RHOEI CONTINUES TO ENIQOY SCHOOL ANP SEES A BRIGHT FUTURE AHEADP OF HER- WITH
THE CHILP PROTECTION CLUE, SHE PLANS TO VISIT OTHER HOMES ANP SCHOOLSE IN THE
REGION, APVOCATING FOR GIRLS NOT TO BE CIRCUMCISEL, BUT TO STAY IN SCHOOL,
ATTENDP REGUILARLY ANP FINISH SCHOOL -

WHAT CAN WE PO TO TELL
OTHER CHILPREN ABOUT
THEIR RIGHTSE

our CcLUE CcAN
VISIT OTHER
ECHOOLSE TO TEACH
CHILPREN THEIR
RIGHTS.

Some names have been changed to protect
the identities of the children in this story.

IRV, ok
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